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SGWU today 


The first university-level courses at Sir 
George Williams were given in the evening 
division in 1929; courses in the day divi- 
sion began three years later. The charter 
formally establishing Sir George Williams 
University was granted by the Quebec 
legislature in March 1948. 


SGWU is located in the heart of downtown 
Montreal. The twelve-story Henry Hall 
Building at 1455 de Maisonneuve Boulevard 
houses most of the academic departments. 
The nearby Norris Building, 1435 Drum- 
mond Street, contains the Library and the 
Faculty of Commerce and Administration. 
The University also occupies a number 

of smaller premises in the neighbourhood. 


The University has close to 6,000 daytime 
students. There are 8,500 evening students 
working towards their degrees. A further 
3,000 attend a variety of evening courses, 
but SGWU does not conduct an extension 
program as such. During the summer 


some 4,000 students attend either regular 
degree courses or special institutes staffed 
by visiting professors. 


There are four faculties: Arts, Science, 
Commerce and Engineering. All grant 
undergraduate degrees. The present grad- 
uate degrees are: Master of Arts, Master of 
Science, Master of Engineering, Master of 
Business Administration and Master in 
Teaching Mathematics, as well as Doc- 
torates in Economics, History, Chemistry, 
Physics and Engineering. There is a steady 
expansion of the disciplines in which 
graduate degrees are awarded. 


Because of the massive involvement of 
SGWU in evening education the University 
has an unusually large number of part- 
time faculty, consisting of experienced 
teachers from other institutions and spe- 
cialists in various professional or cultural 
fields. At present full-time faculty number 
350, part-time faculty 300. 


waa 


va eo 4 


wes 


aan 


baal) ae) 


tA 


wv 


The nature of SGWU 


The governing purpose of SGWU has been 
to serve the people of Montreal and of 
Quebec; carrying out this purpose, it has 
grown rapidly into a major university. 
With its downtown campus, SGWU caters 
to a student body that is widely representa- 
tive of the society of a large cosmopolitan 
city. Essentially this is an English-speaking 
institution, but a number of courses and 
activities are conducted in French; about 
10 per cent of the students have French 

as their first language. Also, there is grow- 
ing cooperation through joint institutes, 
seminars, etc. with the French-language 
universities. 


In recent years there has been a steady 
increase in graduate programs, many 
available to evening as well as day students. 
A considerable proportion of the faculty 
are involved in research activities and 
creative work, and many have won national 
and international reputations through 

their writings. 


There is a keen interest in experimental 
programs. An interdisciplinary program, 
Explorations, housed in its own building, 
works with undergraduate Arts students on 
contemporary problems. Pilot studies have 
been conducted in the use of outside cable 
television and telephone call-in for sup- 
plementary French language training. A 
master’s degree in Engineering is given in 
the evening only as a special program for 
the professional development of practising 
engineers. 
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Course structure 


Course structure is at present in a state of 
transition. In response to a request by 
the provincial government, a two-year 
collegial-level program is now being con- 
ducted at the University. However, this 
will be entirely phased out by 1974 as more 
English-language CEGEPs are opened in 
Montreal. SGWU will begin in 1971 a 
three-year undergraduate program in all 
faculties but Engineering, where the pro- 
gram will last for four years. Admission to 
the undergraduate program will require 
successful completion of two years of 
CEGEP or its equivalent. A special pre- 
paratory program will be offered adult 
students who have not passed through the 
collegial level and wish to enter the 
evening division. 


Henry F. Hall Building 


The 12-story Henry F. Hall Building, one of 
the largest university buildings in Canada, 
is in continual use from 8.45 a.m. to 10.30 
p.m. during most of the year. It contains 57 
class and seminar rooms, 10 auditoriums, 
over 80 science and engineering labora- 
tories, as well as psychology and language 
laboratories, All classrooms and audi- 
toriums are provided with audio-visual 
installations and tied into the internal 
television network. 


Other features of the Hall Building are the 
art galleries, the Douglass Burns Clarke 
Theatre, and a professional television 
studio. 


Computer centre 


The main installation in the Computer 
Centre is a Control Data Corporation 3300 
digital computer, modern, time-sharing 
equipment which can handle at least four 
problems at one time. The centre, itself, 

is located outside the University but there 
are remote terminals in each of the main 
University buildings. In addition, auxiliary 
computers and electronic calculators are 
available for the use of faculty and 
students, and the centre maintains two 
statistics labs. 


Institutes 


SGWU houses or takes part in five 
specialized institutes. 


The Centre d’Etude du Québec is housed 
at SGWU. Its staff is working at present on 
a reconstruction of the Debates of the 
Legislative Assembly of the United 
Canadas, 1841-67. 


The Centre de recherches en histoire éco- 
nomique du Canada frangais is sponsored 
jointly with the Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
Commerciales. It has accumulated one of 
the most important collections of docu- 
ments on the economic and social history 
of French Canada, and published several 
volumes. 


The Canadian International Centre of 
Research and Information on Public and 
Cooperative Economy was established by 
the Department of Economics in con- 
junction with the Conseil de la Coopération 
du Québec and the Cooperative Union of 
Canada. Courses on the theory and practice 
of cooperation are given by the Depart- 
ment in both English and French. The 


centre organizes seminars — recently on 
Labour Relations in the Quasi-Public Sector 
— and publishes the Canadian C.I.R.I.E.C. 


Review. 


The International Institute of Quantitative 
Economics was established jointly with 

the Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales. 
Its main objective is to initiate and carry 
out quantitative research projects in the 
field of applied economics, particularly 
those that have a bearing on the problems 
of developing countries. Chairman of its 
international Council of Advisors is Pro- 
fessor Jan Tinbergen, Nobel prizewinner 
from the Netherlands School of Economics. 


The Centre for Human Relations and Com- 
munity Studies is a research, consultation 
and training service of the Department 

of Applied Social Science, functioning on 
an interdisciplinary basis. In seven years 
of operations it has worked with fifty 
clients — professional groups, industry 
and government — from British Columbia 
to Newfoundland. 
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The library 


The SGWU library collection now con- 
tains some 300,000 books, periodicals, 
microforms and audio-visual materials, and 
is growing at a rate of about 50,000 items 

a year. The Main Library is located in the 
Norris Building, the Science and Engineer- 
ing Library on the tenth floor of the 

Hall Building. 


Audio-visual facilities 


In the planning of the Hall Building, special 
attention was paid to the development of 
audio-visual facilities. These include a 
professionally equipped television studio, 
a closed circuit television system serving 
all classrooms and auditoriums, language 
laboratories with a carrel study room 

for electronic media. The equipment is 
under the control of the Centre for Instruc- 
tional Technology, which is developing a 
comprehensive program in instructional 
communications. In addition, the Centre 
and the University’s Department of Educa- 
tion jointly offer a graduate program in 
Instructional Technology. 


SGWU collection of art and galleries 


The collection of art, which was started 

in 1962, now consists of close to 300 works. 
They represent a wide variety of modern 
schools, with particular emphasis on 
Canadian art. All have been donated to 

the University. 


Many special exhibitions are also held in 
the four University galleries, and have 
included presentations of the National 
Gallery of Canada as well as representative 
shows of important Montreal artists. 


The Fine Arts Department has both under- 
graduate and graduate students. Their 
work, too, is exhibited in the University 
galleries. 
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Douglass Burns Clarke Theatre 


The Douglass Burns Clarke Theatre has a 
seating capacity of 370. It is the home of the 
Theatre Arts section of the Fine Arts De- 
partment. Dramatic presentations by Thea- 
tre Arts and other student companies are 
given regularly through the academic year. 


Conservatory 
of Cinematographic Art 


SGWU has its own Conservatory of Cine- 
matographic Art which is developing an 
important collection of films of historical 
and cultural value. These are shown to 
students and the general public in the 
700-seat Alumni Auditorium. In addition, 
the Conservatory organizes annually a 
series of film festivals which often involve 
appearances by important figures from the 
film world. Recent examples have been a 
Leacock-Pennebaker Festival at which both 
film-makers were present and a Japanese 
Festival held to coincide with Expo 70. 
Henri Langlois of the Cinémathéque Fran- 
caise is consultant to the Conservatory, 
and gives courses on French cinema. The 
Conservatory organized the first festival 
for films made by Canadian students. 


Student activities 


There are three student associations — 

the Students’ Association for day students, 
the Evening Students’ Association and the 
Graduate Students’ Association. 


A wide variety of clubs of social, political, 
academic and cultural purpose operate 
under the aegis of the associations. Student- 
organized seminars and conferences regu- 
larly attract outstanding speakers. The 

SA publishes ‘“‘the georgian”, and the 
ESA publishes ‘‘The Paper’. TV Sir George 
broadcasts to the University community 
over closed circuit television. A flying club, 
The Snoopies, with a pilot-training pro- 
gram is run by the ESA. The SA has re- 
cently purchased a building for a student 
union opposite the Hall Building. It will 
contain lounges, reading rooms and a 
recreation centre. 
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Student participation in government 
Students sit on committees and councils 

at all levels of the University, including the 
faculty councils, University Council and 
the Board of Governors. A council with 
student-faculty-administration member- 
ship acts as a policy and budgeting body 
for the various student services, including 
Guidance, Athletics and the Dean of 
Students’ office. 


Guidance services 


SGWU has been a pioneer in the provision 
of guidance services for its students, ap- 
pointing its first counsellor over 40 years 
ago. The Office of Guidance Services today 
has four sections — counselling, guidance 
information centre, reading training centre, 
and placement. About 50,000 student visits 
take place during the academic year. All 
the counsellors are professionally trained, 
and are supplemented during the evening 
hours by experienced personnel from a 
number of Montreal community services. 
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SGWU has an extensive sports program 

for both men and women, covering both 
i intercollegiate leagues and intramural 
| activity. Despite the fact that the University 
does not have sports facilities of its own 
and must rent them elsewhere in the city, 
it has established an impressive record 
in competition with other Canadian uni- 
versities in recent years, notably in 
hockey, track and swimming. It has won 
conference championships on numerous 
occasions. 
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